
THE HONG - KONG GARRISON

On October 21st 1941 1973 men and officers sailed from Canada bound for the

Far lZe.st.,. The brige.de Has ;'}ade up of the Hinnipeg Grenadier Guards of Hestern

Canada and the Quebec Royal Rifles of the east. The Quebec Royal Rifles ,.!ere

;.le.deUl) of Den from C~uebecCity, Eastern TO'\omships, Hatapedia, Gaspe Coast, and

the 12Iitime Provinces. 100 men Here added from Ontario at r:~lling time to

i,al:e u;? the :':.:11 Jec;inent.

TJle Corn:nandCfficerc:

Brize.~'.ier General-E.L. ~JaF 'on of ;·'ontreal ::'n com:-::mdof brigade.

l.ieutena.l1t Colonel \4.

?ifles.

Lieutenant Colonel

T
v •• Holmes of Ilontrea.1 chief Officer of the (..h..1ebecRoyal

of ?·fontreal.

Chief Officer of the Winnipeg Grenadier Guards.

The briGade landed at L011100non Hovember 16th, 19lJ.. Japan declared <JG:r December

7th and battle began the following day. On December 13th the Japs landed on the

Island and on Christmas night the Canadians were finally forced to surrender.

For seventeen days the Canadmans had fought a bitter and losing battle

age.inst enormous odds. Brigadier General La"i'sdm"TaS~:il1ed on Decer:Jber 20th by

a hand srenac3.e•. 5sven other officers and 175 wen 'Here 1dlled in battle. On

December 30th the ::len entered prison camps.

During t::eir first thirteen ,-:onths in prison camps the men Hor~:ed on the

Tic}: 'l'ach 2.2T port. That ,·~s used by the A:'::1ericans "1hen they captured Hong-Kong

fom' years later. In ?ebruar:' 194~~.;;rO~r: J10n ~·.'0re talcen to Japan 500 of t:-:'em

Den \o!e::e bra::.;::}u') into ::;:':,al1"'"2..n'75 anel uut to "'or!~ in s~.lt and coal :n~.nes. Later••••••••••••••• J •••

in 19/;.; :,.ore ;;:;cn\·!cre tabm tG ,Je.P2.i1 to .•..nr}: ::.n the ~.:ines leavin~ only the officers

and the sen that Here too sic .~ to 'Horle in :Iol1;;::::ong. ;:75 j',en died in prison camps.
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Their daily diet 'WaS 8 ounces of raw rice per man •

On August 7th 1945 the Americans droped the Atomic bomb on Japan which brough

her surrender and ended the Canadian's hardships, in August 1945, after 1355 days

of starvation 1,415 prissoners were set free. The happy group sailed for home,

leaving behind them a fate that will rest in their memories the rest of their lives.


